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Research goal:  Discover the general history of 4810 Iowa Street and its owners.  
 
 
Narrative of findings:  
 
I. Date of Construction 
   
The home located at 4810 Iowa Street in Clayton, Indiana is recorded as being built in 1820 by the 
Hendricks County Assessor’s Office. This date is questionable given both the style of the home and the 
fact that Hendricks County was not organized until 1824. This report will begin with an investigation into 
historical tax records to establish the home’s true construction date; this date can be inferred from tax 
records by tracing the value of improvements for a property over a set period of time and identifying 
where the value increases.1 This method, accompanied by other sources such as newspaper articles and 
the home’s architectural style, will provide the best evidence for determining a year of construction.  
 
Table 1 on the following page shows the value of improvements for the property at 4810 Iowa Street 
from 1864 to 1900. 1864 was chosen as a starting date due to the fact that an 1865 map of Clayton 
shows no structure on the property, so it is unlikely the house was constructed before that date.2  

 
1 Improvements can be thought of as any type of man-made alterations to a property, one of the most common improvements being a 
dwelling. Values assigned were for tax assessment purposes and were not the actual market value. 
2 Warner, C.S., and Worley & Bracher, Map of Hendricks County, Indiana. Philadelphia: Stone & Titus, 1865. From Library of Congress, Map 
Collections. https://www.loc.gov/item/2013593185/. See page 4 of this report for a snippet of this map.  
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Table 1. Tax Assessment Values associated with the property at 4810 Iowa Street, 1864-1900. 

Year Owner Value of 
Improvements 

Citation3 

1864 Thomas Lockhart $0 Book 1, page 103 
1865 Thomas Lockhart $0 Book 1, page 112 
1866 Thomas Lockhart $0 Book 1, image 116 
1867 Thomas Lockhart $0 Book 1, page 124 
1868 Thomas Lockhart $0 Book 1, page 119 
1869 Thomas Lockhart $0 Book 1, image 113 
1870 Thomas Lockhart $0 Book 1, image 136 
1871 Thomas Lockhart $0 Book 1, image 146 
1872 Thomas Lockhart $0 Book 1, image 140 
1873 Thomas Lockhart n/a Book 1, image 114 
1874 Thomas Lockhart n/a4 Book 1, image 119 
1875 Thomas Lockhart $0 Book 1, image 122 
1876 Thomas Lockhart $0 Book 1, image 125 
1877 Thomas Lockhart $0 Book 1, image 129 
1878 Thomas Lockhart $0 Book 1, image 135 
1879 Aaron Acton $0 Book 1, image 112 
1880 Aaron Acton $280 Book 1, image 110 
1881 Aaron Acton $600 Book 1, image 113 
1882 Aaron Acton $600 Book 1, image 113 
1883 Aaron Acton $600 Book 1, image 113 
1884 Aaron Acton $600 Book 2, page 3 
1885 Aaron Acton $625 Book 2, page 4 
1886 Aaron Acton $570 Book 2, page 3 
1887 Aaron Acton $570 Book 2, image 2 
1888 Aaron Acton $570 Book 2, image 44 
1889 Aaron Acton $570 Book 2, image 45 
1890 Aaron Acton $570 Book 2, image 45 
1891 Aaron Acton $1050 Book 2, image 45 
1892 Aaron Acton $1050 Book 2, image 45 
1893 Aaron Acton $1050 Book 2, image 43 
1894 Aaron Acton $1050 Book 2, image 49 
1895 Aaron Acton 800 Book 2, image 48 
1896 Aaron Acton 800 Book 2, image 49 
1897 Aaron Acton 800 Book 2, image 51 
1898 Aaron Acton 800 Book 2, image 48 
1899 Aaron Acton 800 Book 2, image 52 
1900 Aaron Acton 800 Book 2, image 50 

 
3 Hendricks County Treasurer’s Tax Duplicates, Hendricks County Government Digital Archives, 
http://hcapps.co.hendricks.in.us/DataWarehouse/Archive/ArchiveHome.aspx. When possible, the actual page number of the tax duplicate 
book is cited. In the digital scans, some page numbers are not visible. In these cases, digital image numbers are substituted for page numbers. 
4 Tax records for the years 1873 and 1874 appear to be anomalies and possibly recorded in error. Lockhart’s parcels for those years changed 
from what they were from 1864-1872 and 1875-1878 with no evidence of land transfer. This report simply skips those years in its investigation.  
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As seen in Table 1, tax records show that no improvement of any type was located on the property from 
1864 to 1879—the value of improvements was always recorded as $0. However, starting in 1879 and 
ending in 1900, three increases in the value of improvements took place:  
 

1. Between 1879 and 1881 with an increase of $600 
2. Between 1884 and 1885 with an increase of $25 
3. Between 1890 and 1891 with an increase of $480  

 
The increase in value between the years 1884 and 1885 can be removed from consideration simply 
because it is too low to indicate the construction of a house. That leaves the years 1879-1881 and 1890-
1891 as candidates for when the home was constructed. Both increases of $600 and $480 could indicate 
the construction of a home, so additional sources need to be used to help narrow the date.  
 
Although the house has been renovated and architecturally updated since the time of its construction, a 
photograph of the home held by the current owner from c. 1890 reveals that it was originally built in the 
Italianate style. This style was popular in the United States from 1840-1885, which makes the 1890-1891 
window less likely to be when the home was constructed. By that time, the Italianate style hard largely 
been supplanted by other styles.5 Further, a notice printed on September 30, 1880 in the Hendricks 
County Union indicates that Aaron 
Acton, the owner of the property at 
the time, was building a new home 
on Iowa Street in Clayton. This aligns 
perfectly with the increase in the 
value of improvements found in tax 
records between 1879 and 1881.  
 
This report therefore concludes that the 1820 date listed by the assessor’s office is incorrect, and the 
true construction date of the home is 1880. This is supported by historical tax records, the home’s 
original architectural style, and newspaper records.  
 
 
II. Lockhart Family Ownership: 1864-1879  
 
Prior to the house’s construction in 1880 by the Acton family, the land it sits on was under the 
ownership of at least five different individuals.6 Its current .6-acre parcel of land was originally a part of 
an 80-acre parcel first sold by the federal government in 1831.7 Through the first half of the nineteenth  
century, these 80 acres proceeded to be resold and divided into smaller parcels. This report will begin 
the history of ownership in 1864, when the land came under the ownership of Thomas Lockhart and his 
wife Mary.8  

 
5 Virginia McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses, (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 2017), page 284. 
6 Although this report does not cover their history, names of landowners prior to Thomas Lockhart include Jesse Mattox, Ezekiel Simmons, and 
Martha Simmons. Other possible owners include Joshua Norman, John Miles, and Alfred Hunt, but deed records themselves would need to be 
consulted to confirm these owners. As the 1860s approached, the land started to be divided in a way that tax records alone cannot be used to 
identify an owner.  
7 Jesse Mattox (Hendricks County, Indiana) homestead patent no. 12970; “Land Patent Search,” digital images, General Land Office Records 
(http://www.glorecords.blm.gov/PatentSearch: accessed 20 July 2024). 
8 1864 Hendricks County Treasurer Tax Duplicate, book 1, page 104, entry for Thomas Lockhart; digital image, Hendricks County Government 
Digital Archives (http://hcapps.co.hendricks.in.us/DataWarehouse/Archive/SectionMenus/TaxDuplicateIndex.aspx: accessed 19 July 2024). 

Hendricks County Union, September 30, 1880. 
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Thomas Lockhart, born in 1793 in Virginia, is a 
prominent figure in Hendricks County history. After he 
arrived in Hendricks County in 1821, he served as one 
of the first county commissioners, and was the 
individual who surveyed the courthouse square in 
Danville.9 In 1832 he was converted at a Christian 
church meeting in Plainfield and began a life of 
ministry, travelling around Hendricks County and 
founding some of the earliest Christian churches.10 In 
1837, he founded the Brownsburg Christian Church, in 
1845 he helped organize the Danville Christian 
Church, in 1853 the Pittsboro Christian Church, and 
finally in 1863 the Clayton Christian Church.11 
 
Thomas Lockhart owned both the 3.5 acres of land 
that surrounded the Clayton Christian Church as well 
as land and town lots across Iowa Street, where his 
house was located. The Clayton Christian Church, 
pictured below, still stands at the corner of Iowa and 
Michigan Streets, having been converted into the 
Clayton town hall. Lockhart continued to own the land 

through 1878, appearing to never have constructed any improvements on it.12 
 

 
9 History of Hendricks County, Indiana, (Chicago: Inter-state Publishing Company, 1885), page 278. 
10 Madison Evans, Biographical sketches of the pioneer preachers of Indiana, (Philadelphia: J. Challen & sons, 1862), pages 342-343.  
11 Peg Kennedy and Frankie Konovsek, The Village of Brownsburg, (Robinson, Illinois: Lamplight Publishing, 1998), pages 87-88. The churches 
that Lockhart founded in Hendricks County are all still in operation today; the Christian Church he founded in Brownsburg is now known as 
Connection Pointe.  
12 The value of improvements was recorded as $0 from 1864-1878. For complete source citations for every year, see Table 1. 

Snippet from an 1865 map of Clayton showing Thomas 
Lockhart’s land. The road running down the center is 
Iowa Street. Warner, C.S., and Worley & Bracher, Map of 
Hendricks County, Indiana. (Philadelphia: Stone & Titus, 
1865). From Library of Congress, Map Collections. 
https://www.loc.gov/item/2013593185/. 

 
Left: Clayton Christian Church c. 
1910. The steeple has since 
been removed and the brick 
covered with stucco. Photo 
courtesy of the Guilford 
Township Historical Collection; 
Plainfield-Guilford Township 
Public Library. 
 
 
 
Right: Revered Thomas 
Lockhart c. 1850. Photo 
courtesy of the Brownsburg 
Public Library Archives.   
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III. Acton Family Ownership: 1879-1906 
 
On January 31, 1879, Thomas and his wife executed a deed that 
transferred a portion of their property on the west side of Iowa 
Street to Aaron Acton for the amount of $215.13 The rod and link 
measurements detailed in this deed closely match the boundaries 
of the .6-acre parcel that the house sits on today, so it is likely that 
the house’s modern-day parcel was established in 1879.14 
 
Aaron Acton was born in Ripley County, Indiana on July 22, 
1839; he was left parentless at the age of 14 after his father, 
also named Aaron, died in 1849 and his mother, Mary, died in 
1853.15 He was raised learning both farming and carpentry, 
and spent time in Missouri, Iowa, and Kansas before arriving in 
Indiana. Aaron came to Hendricks County in February 1861, 
two months before the start of the American Civil War.16 
Family ties likely brought Aaron to Hendricks County—his 
brother George was living there in 1860.17 
George lived in Carter’s Addition to Clayton on 
Lot 17, just east of the lot that Aaron would 
eventually purchase.18  
 
Six months after Aaron arrived in Hendricks 
County, he enlisted in Company B, 7th Indiana 
Volunteer Infantry. Aaron would spend the next three years in the Union Army, fighting in more than 
thirty battles, including Fredericksburg, Antietam, Petersburg, and Gettysburg.19 He was both wounded 
and captured, and spent time as a prisoner of war at the infamous Andersonville prison in Georgia.20  

 
13 Deed Records, Hendricks County, Indiana, volume 51: page 490, Thomas Lockhart & wife to Aaron Acton (1879); digital images, 
FamilySearch, "Deed records, 1825-1889," (https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/246951: accessed 8 July 2024). 
14 In surveying, 1 rod is equal to 16.5 feet. Each rod contains 25 links.   
15 Atlas of Hendricks Co., Indiana (Chicago: J.H. Beers & Co., 1878), page 45.; A portrait and biographical record of Boone, Clinton, and Hendricks 
Counties IND., (Chicago: A.W. Bowen & Co., 1895), page 1072. The 1878 and 1895 biographies of Aaron give different maiden names for his 
mother. The 1878 biography lists her maiden name as Egan, while the 1895 biography lists it as Woodfell. This report did not investigate this 
further. 
16 A portrait and biographical record of Boone, Clinton, and Hendricks Counties IND., (Chicago: A.W. Bowen & Co., 1895), page 1072. The 1878 
biography of Aaron says that he arrived in Hendricks County in March 1865, which is the year the 1895 biography says he was honorably 
discharged from the army. This report accepts 1861 as the year Aaron likely arrived in Hendricks County. He was likely in Hendricks County for a 
short 6 months, enlisted, and then returned and remained there for the rest of his life.  
17 For Aaron and George living together in the house of their widowed mother in Ripley County, see 1850 U.S. census, Ripley County, Kentucky, 
population schedule, page 327 (stamped), dwelling 59, family 61, Mary Acton household; digital image, FamilySearch 
(https://www.familysearch.org: accessed 20 July 2024); citing NARA microfilm publication M432. For George’s residence in Hendricks County, 
see 1860 U.S. census, Hendricks County, Indiana, population schedule, Liberty Township, page 75 (penned), dwelling 556, family 558, George 
W. Acton household; digital image, FamilySearch (https://www.familysearch.org: accessed 20 July 2024); citing NARA microfilm publication 
M653.   
18 1860 Hendricks County Treasurer Tax Duplicate, book 1, image 72, entry for George W. Acton; digital image, Hendricks County Government 
Digital Archives (http://hcapps.co.hendricks.in.us/DataWarehouse/Archive/SectionMenus/TaxDuplicateIndex.aspx: accessed 20 July 2024). See 
page 4 of this report to reference the 1865 map of Clayton showing George’s property. The modern address for this location is 50 East Michigan 
Street.  It is unknown if the house that stands their today is George’s.  
19 “Aaron Acton Dead,” The Republican, 2 March 1905, page 1, column 3; digital image, NewspaperArchive (https://newspaperarchive.com: 
accessed 14 July 2024) 
20 A portrait and biographical record of Boone, Clinton, and Hendricks Counties IND., (Chicago: A.W. Bowen & Co., 1895), page 1072.  

Hendricks County Union, May 26, 1864. 

Hendricks County Union, September 8, 1864. 

Danville Union, February 24, 1876. 
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At the time the Acton house was completed in 1880, Aaron was 37, Amanda 33, and their daughter 
Glenrose 6. Aaron’s primary occupation was his sawmill north of town.30  
 

Thomas Lockhart continued to live across the street as 
a neighbor to the Acton family.31 In 1884, a wedding 
took place at the Acton home that was officiated by 
him.32 In that same year, Aaron acquired Lot 6 of the 
Western Addition to Clayton, located just south of the 
his home.33 It is not clear what he used this lot for, but 
research suggests it may have been for an undertaking 
business.  Aaron appears to have entered the 
undertaking business as early as 1894, with his 
undertaking activities covered frequently in local 
papers. In 1895, Aaron acquired 11 acres of land at the 
southeast corner of what is now Iowa Street and York 

Avenue for $800.34 Therefore, by 1896, the Acton family owned several pieces of real estate in Clayton: 
the lot their house sat on, Lot 6 of the Western Addition to Clayton, and 11 acres to the north of their 
home.  
 
While growing up in the house, Glenrose Acton attended school to become a music teacher. During the 
years 1887-1888, Glenrose studied piano at Central Normal College in Danville.35 In 1892, it was 
reported in local papers that she was taking music lessons in Indianapolis, and in 1894 she was studying 
at Butler University.36 By 1896, she was teaching instrumental music and in 1900 her occupation was 
recorded as “music teacher” in the federal census.37 
 
The years 1900-1902 were very eventful for the Acton family, with Glenrose’s marriage, a house fire, 
and slander lawsuit all happening in relatively quick succession. On October 10, 1900, Glenrose was 

 
30 1880 U.S. census, Hendricks County, Indiana, population schedule, Clayton, page 21 (penned), dwelling 217 family 220, Aaron Acton 
household; digital image, FamilySearch (https://www.familysearch.org: accessed 9 July 2024); citing NARA microfilm publication T9. 
31 1880 U.S. census, Hendricks County, Indiana, population schedule, Clayton, page 23 (penned), dwelling 232 family 235, Thomas Lockhart 
household; digital image, FamilySearch (https://www.familysearch.org: accessed 9 July 2024); citing NARA microfilm publication T9; 1880 
Hendricks County Treasurer Tax Duplicate, book 1, image 135, entry for Thomas Lockhart; digital image, Hendricks County Government Digital 
Archives (http://hcapps.co.hendricks.in.us/DataWarehouse/Archive/SectionMenus/TaxDuplicateIndex.aspx: accessed 20 July 2024). 
32 “Clayton,” Hendricks County Republican, 17 January 1884, page 11, column 1; digital image, NewspaperArchive 
(https://newspaperarchive.com: accessed 11 July 2024). 
33 Deed Records, Hendricks County, Indiana, volume 61: page 269, Arlita Golden to Aaron Acton (1884); digital images, FamilySearch, "Deed 
records, 1825-1889," (https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/246951: accessed 19 August 2024). Today, lot 6 is home to Polley’s Perfect 
Seasons Heating & Air Conditioning.  
34 1889-1899 Liberty Township Grantee Transfer Book, image 2, to Aaron Acton from John Hammond (1895); digital image, Hendricks County 
Government Digital Archives (http://hcapps.co.hendricks.in.us/DataWarehouse/Archive/SectionMenus/TransferBooksIndex.aspx: accessed 16 
August 2024). Digitized deed records are only available for Hendricks County through 1886. Deeds executed after that year must be obtained by 
visiting the Hendricks County Recorder’s office in person. To maximize the research time allotted, this report relies on the “transfer books” for 
land transfers executed past 1886. The transfer books serve as an index for the actual deeds, and include information regarding the grantor, 
grantee, land involved in the transfer, deed date, and amount paid for the land.  
35 Twelfth Annual Catalogue of the Central Normal College and Commercial Institute, 1887-1888, page 5; digital image, Danville Center 
Township Public Library digital collections (https://indianamemory.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15078coll18: accessed 16 August 
2024).  
36 “Clayton,” Hendricks County Republican, 14 April 1892, page 7, column 3; digital image, NewspaperArchive (https://newspaperarchive.com: 
accessed 11 July 2024); “Clayton,” The Republican, 22 February 1894, page 8, column 3; digital image, NewspaperArchive 
(https://newspaperarchive.com: accessed 11 July 2024). 
37 1900 U.S. census, Hendricks County, Indiana, population schedule, Clayton, sheet B4), dwelling 97 family 99, Aaron Acton household; digital 
image, FamilySearch (https://www.familysearch.org: accessed 9 July 2024); citing NARA microfilm publication T623. 

The Republican, October 25, 1894 
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married at the Acton home to William T. Brill.38 Six 
months later in April 1901, the Acton home caught fire, 
and was saved due to the fact that a key to the 
Christian church next door was kept at the house.39 
Three months later in July 1901, Aaron filed a slander 
suit against fellow Clayton resident George Short. 
Aaron alleged that George was telling people that he 
had stolen coal and lumber from a neighbor. Although 
he had sued George for $20,000 a jury eventually 
awarded him $600.40  
 
Aaron died suddenly in his sleep on February 26, 
1905.41 In March 1905, Amanda and Glenrose held an 
estate auction at the house.42 After Aaron’s death, the 
house was rented by at least two different individuals.43 
Amanda presumably went to live with Glenrose and her 
husband, who were living in Danville.44 Amanda and 
Glenrose proceeded to sell off their Clayton real estate 
rather quickly: the home was sold in November 1906 
for $2500, the 11 acres to the north were sold in March 
1907 for $1600, and Lot 6 to the south was sold in April 
1910 for $1000.45 
 
 
 
 

 

 
38 Marriage Records, Hendricks County, Indiana, volume 12: page 273, marriage of William T. Brill and Glenrose Acton (1900); digital images, 
FamilySearch, "Indiana Marriages, 1811-1979," (https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:V8MW-TZ5: accessed 9 July 2024); “Indiana 
Weddings,” The Indianapolis News, 11 October 1900, page 11, column 5; digital image, NewspaperArchive (https://newspaperarchive.com: 
accessed 11 July 2024). 
39 “Clayton,” The Republican, 18 April 1901, page 1, column 3; digital image, NewspaperArchive (https://newspaperarchive.com: accessed 14 
July 2024). 
40 “Heavy Damage Suit,” The Indianapolis News, 5 March 1902, page 2, column 1; digital image, NewspaperArchive 
(https://newspaperarchive.com: accessed 14 July 2024); “Verdict for $600,” The Indianapolis Sun, 11 March 1902, page 1, column 5; digital 
image, NewspaperArchive (https://newspaperarchive.com: accessed 14 July 2024). 
41 “Aaron Acton Dead,” The Republican, 2 March 1905, page 1, column 3; digital image, NewspaperArchive (https://newspaperarchive.com: 
accessed 14 July 2024); “A Grim Record,” The Republican, 5 October 1905, page 1, column 6; digital image, NewspaperArchive 
(https://newspaperarchive.com: accessed 14 July 2024). Aaron and Amanda are both buried in Clayton Cemetery.  
42 “Clayton,” The Republican, 23 March 1905, page 8, column 4; digital image, NewspaperArchive (https://newspaperarchive.com: accessed 14 
July 2024) 
43 “Clayton,” The Republican, 6 April 1905, page 2, column 2; digital image, NewspaperArchive (https://newspaperarchive.com: accessed 14 
July 2024); “Clayton,” The Republican, 7 September 1905, page 8, column 3; digital image, NewspaperArchive (https://newspaperarchive.com: 
accessed 14 July 2024). The first tenant to move into the Acton house was W.S. Budd, followed by Aaron Lindley. Newspaper accounts make it 
appear that the house was occupied by multiple tenants at the same time.  
44 1905 Hendricks County Treasurer Tax Duplicate, book 1, image 5, entry for Wm. T. Brill; digital image, Hendricks County Government Digital 
Archives (http://hcapps.co.hendricks.in.us/DataWarehouse/Archive/SectionMenus/TaxDuplicateIndex.aspx: accessed 16 August 2024). 
45 1899-1913 Liberty Township Grantor Transfer Book, image 2, Amanda Acton et. Al to Alvin Woodward (1906) and Amanda Acton to Jediah 
W. Hussey (1907); digital image, Hendricks County Government Digital Archives 
(http://hcapps.co.hendricks.in.us/DataWarehouse/Archive/SectionMenus/TransferBooksIndex.aspx: accessed 16 August 2024); 1909-1913 
Clayton Grantor Transfer Book, image 2, Amanda Acton et. Al to Everett R Robards (1910); digital image, Hendricks County Government Digital 
Archives (http://hcapps.co.hendricks.in.us/DataWarehouse/Archive/SectionMenus/TransferBooksIndex.aspx: accessed 16 August 2024). 

The Republican, April 18, 1901 



Page 9 
Report on 4810 Iowa Street, Clayton Indiana 
Produced by Mark Belloni, Belloni Research Consulting 
22 August 2024 

IV. Woodward Family Ownership: 1906 – TBD 
 
Alvin Woodward was born around 
1870 in Liberty Township, the middle 
son of eight children.46 He grew up 
on his parents’ farm southeast of 
Belleville.47 Alvin married his first 
wife, Fannie Hammond, in March  
1896.48 On December 14, 1899, a 
daughter was born.49 Fannie died 
two weeks later on December 27, 
leaving Alvin widowed with their 
infant daughter.50 By the time of 
Fannie’s death, the Woodward 
family was already living in Clayton.51 
Alvin remarried in 1904 to Sara 
Bosley and their first son, Donald, 
was born in 1905.52 Alvin and Sara 
purchased the Acton home in 
November 1906 for the sum of 
$2500.53 
 
Alvin and Sarah had two more sons 
while living in the former Acton 
home; Louis born in 1907 and Lynn in 

 
46 1880 U.S. census, Hendricks County, Indiana, population schedule, Liberty Township, page 14 (penned), family 137, John S. Woodard [sic] 
household; digital image, FamilySearch (https://www.familysearch.org: accessed 2 August 2024); citing NARA microfilm publication T9. 
47 1878 Hendricks County Treasurer Tax Duplicate, book 1, image 155, entry for John S. Woodward; digital image, Hendricks County 
Government Digital Archives (http://hcapps.co.hendricks.in.us/DataWarehouse/Archive/SectionMenus/TaxDuplicateIndex.aspx: accessed 20 
July 2024); “Map of Liberty Township,” Atlas of Hendricks Co., Indiana (Chicago: J.H. Beers & Co., 1878), page 20. Alvin’s childhood home was 
located at the modern-day address of 6851 S County Road 275 E. It no longer appears to be standing.  
48 Marriage Records, Hendricks County, Indiana, volume 11: page 444, marriage of Alvin Woodward and Fannie Hammond (1896); digital 
images, FamilySearch, "Indiana Marriages, 1811-1979," (https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:V8MW-T8Z: accessed 2 August 2024); 
“Woodward-Hammond,” The Republican, 12 March 1896, page 8, column 1; digital image, NewspaperArchive (https://newspaperarchive.com: 
accessed 20 July 2024). 
49 “Local and Personal,” The Republican, 21 December 1899, page 1, column 3; digital image, NewspaperArchive 
(https://newspaperarchive.com: accessed 20 July 2024). 
50 “Additional Local,” The Republican, 28 December 1899, page 7, column 2; digital image, NewspaperArchive (https://newspaperarchive.com: 
accessed 20 July 2024). Although likely due to the timing of her death, it is unclear whether or not Fannie died from complications from 
childbirth.  
51 1899 Hendricks County Treasurer Tax Duplicate, book 2, image 104, entry for Alvin Woodward; digital image, Hendricks County Government 
Digital Archives (http://hcapps.co.hendricks.in.us/DataWarehouse/Archive/SectionMenus/TaxDuplicateIndex.aspx: accessed 20 July 2024); Plat 
of Clayton, Standard Atlas of Hendricks County Indiana (Chicago: Geo. A. Ogle & Co., 1904), page 27. Fannie’s death notice in The Republican 
noted that the family was living in Clayton at the time of her death. Tax records from 1899 and a 1904 map of Clayton indicate that his property 
was approximately at the modern-day address of 4986 S State Road 39. 
52 Marriage Records, Marion County, Indiana, volume 37: page 80, marriage of Alvin Woodward and Sara Bosley (1904); digital images, 
FamilySearch, "Indiana Marriages, 1811-1979," (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:XFHJ-YBS: accessed 19 August 2024); “Clayton,” The 
Republican, 21 December 1905, page 1, column 2; digital image, NewspaperArchive (https://newspaperarchive.com: accessed 20 July 2024). 
53 1899-1913 Liberty Township Grantor Transfer Book, image 2, Amanda Acton et. Al to Alvin Woodward (1906); digital image, Hendricks 
County Government Digital Archives (http://hcapps.co.hendricks.in.us/DataWarehouse/Archive/SectionMenus/TransferBooksIndex.aspx: 
accessed 16 August 2024; “Clayton,” The Republican, 25 October 1906, page 1, column 3; digital image, NewspaperArchive 
(https://newspaperarchive.com: accessed 20 July 2024). 

John Harrison store in Clayton c. 1905. Standing in front, from left to right, are Alvin 
Woodward, Grant Stone, Lula Wills, and John Harrison. Photograph likely taken around 
the time the store changed ownership. The building still stands on the southeast corner 

of Kentucky and Iowa Streets. Photo courtesy of the Guilford Township Historical 
Collection; Plainfield-Guilford Township Public Library. 
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1912.54 As early as 1902, Alvin was 
in a grocery business partnership 
known as Woodward & Rhoades; 
their store house was located on 
lot 29 or 30 on the south side of 
Kentucky Street.55 In February 
1906, this partnership ended and 
Alvin created a new partnership 
with Grant Stone, taking over the 
old John Harrison grocery on lot 
36.56 At the time of the 1910 
census, Alvin’s occupation was 
listed as a grocery salesman.57 
 
The Woodward family likely 
updated the style of their home 
around 1915, modernizing it from 
the original Italianate style. 
Newspapers reported in 1914 that 
Alvin was considering renovating 
the home in the “bungalow style” 

and adding a new veranda.58 This is supported by tax records from 1912 and 1915, which show that the 
value of improvements for the property increased by $400.59 It is possible that Alvin was influenced by 
the advertisements for the trendy bungalow style he saw in local papers.60  
 
Although the Woodward family renovated the style of the home around 1915, it is unclear if this was 
when the house’s original 1880 size (viewable in the owner’s photograph of the house from c. 1890) was 
expanded. Referring back to Table 1, a significant increase of $480 in the value of improvements also 
occurred between 1890 and 1891 while the home was still owned by the Acton family. This could point 

 
54 “Clayton,” The Republican, 29 August 1907, page 1, column 2; “Clayton,” The Republican, 25 January 1912, page 1, column 1; digital images, 
NewspaperArchive (https://newspaperarchive.com: accessed 20 July 2024). 
55 “Clayton,” The Republican, 8 May 1902, page 8, column 1; digital image, NewspaperArchive (https://newspaperarchive.com: accessed 20 July 
2024); 1903 Hendricks County Treasurer Tax Duplicate, book 2, image 105, entry for Woodward & Rhoades; digital image, Hendricks County 
Government Digital Archives (http://hcapps.co.hendricks.in.us/DataWarehouse/Archive/SectionMenus/TaxDuplicateIndex.aspx: accessed 16 
August 2024).  
56  “Clayton,” The Republican, 15 February 1906, page 1, column 1; digital image, NewspaperArchive (https://newspaperarchive.com: accessed 
11 August 2024); “Clayton,” The Republican, 12 April 1906, page 8, column 4; digital image, NewspaperArchive (https://newspaperarchive.com: 
accessed 11 August 2024).  
57 1910 U.S. census, Hendricks County, Indiana, population schedule, Liberty Township, sheet 1A, family 9, dwelling 9, Alvin Woodward 
household; digital image, FamilySearch (https://www.familysearch.org: accessed 2 August 2024); citing NARA microfilm publication T624. 
58 “Clayton,” The Republican, 2 July 1914, page 7, column 5; digital image, NewspaperArchive (https://newspaperarchive.com: accessed 20 July 
2024). Aside from the increase in the tax value, no other record has been discovered that confirms that these renovations were completed. 
However, the cement block porch the house currently has is quintessential of the time period and certainly evidence of the work being 
completed. Additionally, coins dated from around this time were placed into the walkway to the porch. 
59 1912 Hendricks County Treasurer Tax Duplicate, book 2, image 152, entry for Alvin Woodward; 1915 Hendricks County Treasurer Tax 
Duplicate, book 2, image 137, entry for Alvin Woodward; digital images, Hendricks County Government Digital Archives 
(http://hcapps.co.hendricks.in.us/DataWarehouse/Archive/SectionMenus/TaxDuplicateIndex.aspx: accessed 17 July 2024). Tax records for 
Clayton for the years 1913 and 1914 have been lost, so it is unclear whether or not the increase occurred in 1913, 1914, or 1915.   
60 “Build a Bungalow,” Coatesville Herald, 6 November 1913, page 5; digital image, NewspaperArchive (https://newspaperarchive.com: 
accessed 20 July 2024). 

Woodward & Stone store (formerly John Harrison Store) in Clayton c. 1915. Alvin 
Wooward is on the far left. The building still stands on the southeast corner of Kentucky 

and Iowa Streets.  Photo courtesy of the Guilford Township Historical Collection; 
Plainfield-Guilford Township Public Library. 
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to additions being constructed. No direct evidence has been discovered yet that reveals who was 
responsible for the expansion of the house—only who was responsible for updating its style.  
 
Between the years 1909 and 1917, the Woodward family hosted the large Craven-Barker family reunion 
six times at their house: 1909, 1911, 1912, 1914, 1916, and 1917.61 These reunions, often with 
attendance of more than 150 people, were attended by the descendants of William Craven (1800-1889) 
and Jane Barker (1796-1866), early settler of Hendricks County.62 In 1914, Alvin ran for and was 
nominated on the Republican ticket for clerk of Hendricks County.63 He was defeated in the November 
1914 elections by the Democrat candidate Dr. A. P. W. Bridges of Plainfield.64 
 
 
V. Recommendations for Future Research/Work 
 

 Remaining years of Woodward ownership (1916 - ???) 
 

 Ownership after Woodward family 
 

 Deeper investigation into the home’s expansion, including possible site visit to look at 
home’s structure. 
 

 Descendant tracking of Acton & Woodward families to try and locate additional historical 
photographs of the home & families 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
61 “Family Reunion,” The Republican, 12 August 1909, page 1, column 5; “Clayton,” The Republican, 17 August 1911, page 8, column 4; 
“Clayton,” The Republican, 22 August 1912, page 7, columns 5&6; “Clayton,” The Republican, 20 August 1914, page 8, column 3; “Craven-Baker 
Reunion,” The Danville Gazette, 17 August 1916, page 1, column 2; “Clayton,” The Republican, 23 August 1917, page 8, columns 4&5; digital 
images, NewspaperArchive (https://newspaperarchive.com: accessed 11 August 2024). 
62 Although a thorough genealogical investigation was not done for this report, a very cursory look into Alvin’s heritage seems to indicate that 
he was a descendant of William Craven’s brother, Ira, not William himself.  
63 “For Clerk,” The Republican, 15 October 1914, page 1, column 4; digital image, NewspaperArchive (https://newspaperarchive.com: accessed 
11 August 2024). 
64 “Divide Offices,” The Danville Gazette, 5 November 1914, page 1, column 3; digital image, NewspaperArchive 
(https://newspaperarchive.com: accessed 11 August 2024). 
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List of Sources and Source Explanations 
 
Tax Records 
 

Hendricks County Treasurer’s tax duplicates, 1838-1940, Hendricks County Government Digital 
Archives. 
http://hcapps.co.hendricks.in.us/DataWarehouse/Archive/SectionMenus/TaxDuplicateIndex.as
px 

 
Source explanation: An Indiana State Law passed in the 1840s required County Treasurer 
and County Auditor offices to reconcile their tax records at the end of each year. The 
result of this was a duplicate of tax assessment rolls, which listed taxpayer names, any 
land they owned, and the assessed value of both the land itself and any improvements 
that existed on it.  

 
Census Records 
 

1910 United States Census; digital images, FamilySearch 
(https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1727033); Citing NARA microfilm publication 
T624. Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration.  
 
1900 United States Census; digital images, FamilySearch 
(https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1325221); Citing NARA microfilm publication 
T623. Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration.  
 
1880 United States Census; digital images, FamilySearch 
(https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1417683); Citing NARA microfilm publication 
T9. Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration.  
 
1870 United States Census, digital images, FamilySearch 
(https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1438024); Citing NARA microfilm publication 
M593. Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration. 

 
1860 United States Census, digital images, FamilySearch 
(https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1473181); Citing NARA microfilm publication 
M653. Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration. 
 
1850 United States Census, digital images, FamilySearch 
(https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1401638); Citing NARA microfilm publication 
M432. Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration. 
 

Source explanation: Every ten years, the United States conducts a national census that 
records every household and its occupants as mandated by Article 1 Section 2 of the 
Constitution. Among other things, the 1870 and 1880 censuses collected details 
regarding age, sex, occupation, and place of birth.  
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Marriage Records 
 
Indiana Marriage Records, 1811-2019; digital images, FamilySearch, 
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1410397. 
 

Source explanation: Marriage licenses were recorded at the county level and collected 
information such as the name of the spouses, the date the marriage license was issued, 
and the date the marriage took place.  

 
Land Records 
 
Hendricks County Deed Records 1825-1889, digital images, FamilySearch, 
https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/246951 
 

Source explanation: Deeds are written legal documents that are used to transfer the 
ownership of land. They include details such as the names of the buyers (grantees) and 
sellers (grantors), the date the deed was recorded, the legal description of the land 
being transferred, as well as the amount for which the land was sold/purchased.   

 
Hendricks County Grantee/Grantor Books, 1860-1943, Hendricks County Government Digital Archives. 
http://hcapps.co.hendricks.in.us/DataWarehouse/Archive/SectionMenus/TransferBooksIndex.aspx 
 

Source explanation: Grantee and grantor books act as an index to the deed books. They 
record the names of the grantee (buyer) and grantor (seller) of a piece of land, the deed 
and transfer date, and the volume and page number of the deed book that transaction 
can be found on.  

 
 
 
Newspapers 

Hendricks County Union (Danville, Indiana) https://newspaperarchive.com/ 
The Republican (Danville, Indiana) https://newspaperarchive.com/ 
The Coatesville Herald (Coatesville, Indiana) https://newspaperarchive.com/ 
The Indianapolis News (Indianapolis, Indiana) https://newspaperarchive.com/ 
The Indianapolis Sun (Indianapolis, Indiana) https://newspaperarchive.com/ 
 

Source explanation: Historical Indiana newspapers published during the 19th century 
and early 20th century. Provide details regarding important events and day-to-
happenings. 
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Books, maps, and miscellaneous sources  
 
Warner, C.S., and Worley & Bracher, Map of Hendricks County, Indiana. Philadelphia: Stone & 
Titus, 1865. From Library of Congress, Map Collections. 
https://www.loc.gov/item/2013593185/. 
 

Source explanation: A map of Hendricks County showing all parcels of land and  
owners. It contains town maps as well, including a map of Danville. 

 
Atlas of Hendricks Co., Indiana: to which is added various general maps, history, statistics, illustrations. 
(Chicago: J.H. Beers & Co., 1878). 
 

Source explanation: A publication that includes a brief history of Hendricks County, township 
and town maps with landowners, sketches of select farms, and short biographies of residents. 
These types of publications were subscription-based, meaning that those residents included 
paid a fee to be profiled within.  

 
 
Kennedy, Peg and Frankie Konovsek, The Village of Brownsburg, (Robinson, Illinois: Lamplight Publishing, 
1998). 
 
Madison Evans, Biographical sketches of the pioneer preachers of Indiana, (Philadelphia: J. Challen & 
sons, 1862). 
 
McAlester, Virginia, A Field Guide to American Houses, (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 2017). 
 
The people’s guide: a business, political, and religious directory of Hendricks Co., Ind, (Indianapolis: 
Indianapolis Printing and Publishing House, 1874). 
 
A portrait and biographical record of Boone, Clinton, and Hendricks Counties IND., (Chicago: A.W. Bowen 
& Co., 1895). 
 
Plat of Clayton, Standard Atlas of Hendricks County Indiana (Chicago: Geo. A. Ogle & Co., 1904). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Appendix A – Newspaper Primary Sources 
 
Articles are arranged in chronological order; dates can be located at the bottom right of each.  
 
 
 

 
 



Danville Hendricks County Union, September 8, 1864 Pg. 3, Danville, Indiana, US
https://newspaperarchive.com/other-articles-clipping-sep-08-1864-4571471/



Danville Union, February 24, 1876 Pg. 3, Danville, Indiana, US
https://newspaperarchive.com/other-articles-clipping-feb-24-1876-4571474/



Danville Hendricks County Union, September 30, 1880 Pg. 5, Danville, Indiana, US
https://newspaperarchive.com/other-articles-clipping-sep-30-1880-4571478/



Danville Hendricks County Republican, January 17, 1884 Pg. 16, Danville, Indiana, US
https://newspaperarchive.com/other-articles-clipping-jan-17-1884-4571483/



Danville Hendricks County Republican, April 14, 1892 Pg. 7, Danville, Indiana, US
https://newspaperarchive.com/other-articles-clipping-apr-14-1892-4609599/



Danville Republican, February 22, 1894 Pg. 8, Danville, Indiana, US
https://newspaperarchive.com/other-articles-clipping-feb-22-1894-4609601/



Danville Republican, October 25, 1894 Pg. 6, Danville, Indiana, US
https://newspaperarchive.com/other-articles-clipping-oct-25-1894-4571498/



Danville Republican, October 3, 1895 Pg. 7, Danville, Indiana, US
https://newspaperarchive.com/other-articles-clipping-oct-03-1895-4608222/



Danville Republican, March 12, 1896 Pg. 8, Danville, Indiana, US
https://newspaperarchive.com/other-articles-clipping-mar-12-1896-4615797/



Danville Republican, December 21, 1899 Pg. 5, Danville, Indiana, US
https://newspaperarchive.com/other-articles-clipping-dec-21-1899-4615791/



Danville Republican, December 28, 1899 Pg. 7, Danville, Indiana, US
https://newspaperarchive.com/other-articles-clipping-dec-28-1899-4615792/



Indianapolis News, October 11, 1900 Pg. 11, Indianapolis, Indiana, US
https://newspaperarchive.com/other-articles-clipping-oct-11-1900-4576155/



Danville Republican, April 18, 1901 Pg. 1, Danville, Indiana, US
https://newspaperarchive.com/other-articles-clipping-apr-18-1901-4576157/



Indianapolis Sun, March 5, 1902 Pg. 1, Indianapolis, Indiana, US
https://newspaperarchive.com/other-articles-clipping-mar-05-1902-4576163/



Indianapolis Sun, March 11, 1902 Pg. 1, Indianapolis, Indiana, US
https://newspaperarchive.com/other-articles-clipping-mar-11-1902-4576175/



Danville Republican, May 8, 1902 Pg. 8, Danville, Indiana, US
https://newspaperarchive.com/other-articles-clipping-may-08-1902-4618149/



Danville Republican, April 6, 1905 Pg. 2, Danville, Indiana, US
https://newspaperarchive.com/other-articles-clipping-apr-06-1905-4576219/



Danville Republican, March 2, 1905 Pg. 1, Danville, Indiana, US
https://newspaperarchive.com/other-articles-clipping-mar-02-1905-4576211/



Danville Republican, March 23, 1905 Pg. 8, Danville, Indiana, US
https://newspaperarchive.com/other-articles-clipping-mar-23-1905-4576215/



Danville Republican, September 7, 1905 Pg. 8, Danville, Indiana, US
https://newspaperarchive.com/other-articles-clipping-sep-07-1905-4576221/



Danville Republican, December 21, 1905 Pg. 1, Danville, Indiana, US
https://newspaperarchive.com/other-articles-clipping-dec-21-1905-4618087/



Danville Republican, April 12, 1906 Pg. 8, Danville, Indiana, US
https://newspaperarchive.com/other-articles-clipping-apr-12-1906-4618141/



Danville Republican, February 15, 1906 Pg. 1, Danville, Indiana, US
https://newspaperarchive.com/other-articles-clipping-feb-15-1906-4618153/



Danville Republican, October 25, 1906 Pg. 1, Danville, Indiana, US
https://newspaperarchive.com/other-articles-clipping-oct-25-1906-4581743/



Danville Republican, August 29, 1907 Pg. 1, Danville, Indiana, US
https://newspaperarchive.com/other-articles-clipping-aug-29-1907-4586455/



Danville Republican, August 12, 1909 Pg. 1, Danville, Indiana, US
https://newspaperarchive.com/other-articles-clipping-aug-12-1909-4586471/



Danville Republican, August 17, 1911 Pg. 8, Danville, Indiana, US
https://newspaperarchive.com/other-articles-clipping-aug-17-1911-4586480/



Danville Republican, August 22, 1912 Pg. 7, Danville, Indiana, US
https://newspaperarchive.com/other-articles-clipping-aug-22-1912-4586487/



Danville Republican, January 25, 1912 Pg. 1, Danville, Indiana, US
https://newspaperarchive.com/other-articles-clipping-jan-25-1912-4586482/



Coatesville Herald, November 06, 1913 Pg. 5, Coatesville, Indiana, US
https://newspaperarchive.com/coatesville-herald-nov-06-1913-p-5/



Danville Republican, August 20, 1914 Pg. 8, Danville, Indiana, US
https://newspaperarchive.com/other-articles-clipping-aug-20-1914-4586502/



Danville Republican, July 2, 1914 Pg. 7, Danville, Indiana, US
https://newspaperarchive.com/other-articles-clipping-jul-02-1914-4581745/



Danville Gazette, November 05, 1914 Pg. 1, Danville, Indiana, US
https://newspaperarchive.com/danville-gazette-nov-05-1914-p-1/



Danville Republican, October 15, 1914 Pg. 1, Danville, Indiana, US
https://newspaperarchive.com/other-articles-clipping-oct-15-1914-4586504/



Danville Gazette, August 17, 1916 Pg. 1, Danville, Indiana, US
https://newspaperarchive.com/other-articles-clipping-aug-17-1916-4586514/



Danville Republican, August 23, 1917 Pg. 8, Danville, Indiana, US
https://newspaperarchive.com/danville-republican-aug-23-1917-p-8/
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1879 Deed – Thomas and Mary Lockhart to Aaron Acton 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1884 Deed – Arnita Golden to Aaron Acton (Lot 6 Clayton) 
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1865 Map of Clayton 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1878 Map of Clayton 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1904 Map of Clayton 




